
 

November 12, 2017     Psalm 90:11-14 

 

    11 Who knows the power of your anger? For your wrath is as great as the fear that is due you.  

    12 Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.  

    13 Relent, O LORD! How long will it be? Have compassion on your servants.  

    14 Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all 

our days 

 

The hymn of the day is “Wake, Awake.”  It was written by Philipp Nicolai, a Lutheran pastor in 

Westphalia, Germany in the late 1500’s.   While he was pastor in Westphalia, the plague killed 1300 of 

his parishioners, mostly in the latter half of 1597.  170 died in one week.  He conducted 30 funerals in 

one day.  To comfort his parishioners, he wrote a series of meditations which he called Freudenspiegel 

(Mirror of Joy), and to this he appended two hymns, both of which have become world-famous. The 

first hymn was, "Wake, awake, for night is flying."   

 

Wake, awake, for night is flying.  We have been witnessing a lot of the darkness of night on the 

television as of late.  In Sutherland Springs a man burst into a church and gunned down 26 people, 

ranging in ages from people in their 70’s down to an 18 month old child.  Another man with 

connections to ISIS purposely ran down 8 people in New York City.  This came right after the mass 

murder of 58 people at the Las Vegas concert.   Wake, awake, for night is flying.  It reminds me of 

Revelation 6:4 says, “Then another horse came out, a fiery red one. Its rider was given power to 

take peace from the earth and to make men slay each other. To him was given a large sword.”  As 

God predicted would happen, you need to be ready to die.   

 

Wake, Awake 

 

I. To the wrath of God 

 

Moses wrote Psalm 90.  If anyone was accustomed to seeing people die, it was Moses.   He had seen it 

in Egypt when God put the first born sons of Egypt to death, not to mention the slaves and the cattle 

that would have been killed from the plague of lightning and hail.  He witnessed it when Korah led a 

rebellion against him.  Numbers 16 says,  

“The ground under them split apart and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them, 

with their households and all Korah’s men and all their possessions. They went down alive 

into the grave, with everything they owned; the earth closed over them, and they perished 

and were gone from the community. At their cries, all the Israelites around them fled, 

shouting, “The earth is going to swallow us too!” And fire came out from the LORD and 

consumed the 250 men who were offering the incense.  

That wasn’t the worst of it.  The next day the whole community tried to rebel against Moses and Aaron, 

so God sent a plague among them and put to death 14,700 more people.  Think about that number.  
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That’s about four times more people than died on 9-11 from the Twin Towers.  Moses saw all of this 

death.    

 

The difference with Moses was that he witnessed death at the direct hand of God.  It wasn’t because of 

some psychotic man, it was because of an angry God.  Verse 7 speaks of “indignation.”  The literal 

word is “hemah” which primarily means “venom.”  Perhaps Moses used this word to describe God’s 

anger because of the poisonous snakes which God had sent to bite the people in the wilderness after 

they complained.  But it wasn’t only in these awesome visions of justice that Moses spoke of God’s 

anger.  It was also in the everyday suffering and death of life, such as the elderly person dying in his 

70’s or 80’s under a whimper and a moan.  These everyday deaths also reminded Moses of God’s 

wrath over sin.  The wages of sin is death.   

 

Moses asked in verse 11, Who knows the power of your anger?  None of us have seen such vivid 

wrath as Moses had, and we don’t want to.  But Moses wanted us to think about it and contemplate it.  

He doesn’t want us to underestimate it or forget about it, which is an easy thing to do when you don’t 

hear about God’s anger too much.   

 

Don’t forget that we live under a God who still hates sin and still has anger.  You may not see the earth 

swallow people alive or fire come from an altar to burn people alive, but someday all of us will see 

God’s anger in one way or another.  The writer of the book of Hebrews mentions this wrath of God 

when it comes to the Final Judgment.  Chapter 10 reads,  

26 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no 

sacrifice for sins is left, 27 but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire 

that will consume the enemies of God. . . .  31 It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of 

the living God. 

Jesus said that on Judgment Day people would be begging the hills and mountains to fall on them and 

hide them so that God would not judge them.  He is the last Person you want to be angry with you, 

especially on Judgment Day.   Don’t ignore God’s wrath.  Instead of running from the topic, Moses 

implores us to think about it.  Why?  So we will search for a way to escape this wrath.   

 

II.  With wisdom about the brevity of life  

 

But how do we escape a holy and angry God who knows everything about us?  Teach us to number 

our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.  First of all, remember that your days ARE 

numbered.  You are not going to live forever.  It doesn’t matter whether your body is buried or burned 

and scattered over the sea, you will have to face God.  Psalm 90 reminds us of how brief our days are, 

like a flower that grows and buds one day and dries up and dies the next.   

         The length of our days is seventy years— or eighty, if we have the strength;  

         yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we fly away. 

Wise people know this about life.   In the big picture of things, it is short and full of trouble.  This 
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might seem like a pessimistic view, but it is at least REALISTIC.  Don’t expect an easy life of luxury.  

Expect sickness and death, because this world is under a curse because of sin.   

 

This understanding of life actually helps.  If you expect that God is going to give you great health and 

wealth just because you’re Christian, you will be disappointed or angry at God when your life is 

difficult and painful or when people die.  But then when you DO have pleasures and gifts that you can 

enjoy, you will be more appreciative of them rather than having an attitude that God somehow owes 

you this.  You will be thankful for EACH SHORT DAY instead of always living for tomorrow or the 

next year.   

 

Wise people are also not so foolish as to revolve their joy around the brief attractions that this world 

has to offer.  You won’t think it’s the end of the world when your team loses a game.  You won’t 

revolve your life around your retirement or your next vacation or your next toy.  You will set your 

heart on eternal things more than temporal things.   We were created for eternity, one way or another.   

 

III.  With wisdom about who God is  

 

Wisdom also then comes from seeking the One who is eternal and who has the power and the decision 

to send us to heaven or to hell.  The wise thing is to know this God you will face.  Study what makes 

Him angry and what makes Him happy, what He wants and what He doesn’t want.  Know who He IS 

and how He works.    Don’t assume you know what He’s like.  Don’t assume the common lies of 

today’s god which says, “God loves everyone and accepts everyone just as they are.”   Read the 

Scriptures so that you KNOW what He has TOLD you about Himself and so that you can SEE how He 

is.    

 

What kind of a God is He then?  He is not a God to be trifled with or taken for granted.  He is not a 

God who is satisfied with doing the best you can.  He is a holy God who demands perfection.  Yet what 

did Moses do in view of the almighty God who has great anger?  He prayed to Him!  Yes, Moses 

prayed to the God who has great anger and the God who knows all.  What did He pray for?   

         Relent, O LORD! How long will it be? Have compassion on your servants.  

         Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all 

our days. 

Moses prayed in faith that God wouldn’t let His wrath come down on His servants.  He prayed that 

God would RELENT from His anger and have COMPASSION along with UNFAILING LOVE.   

 

Why did he have the gall to do this?  Moses had witnessed not only a God who punishes, but also a 

God who forgives!   One great example is in Exodus 32 when the Israelites chose to worship the golden 

calf. 

9 “I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people. 

10 Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy 

them. Then I will make you into a great nation.” 11 But Moses sought the favor of the 
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LORD his God. “O LORD,” he said, “why should your anger burn against your people, 

whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? 12 Why should the 

Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the 

mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent 

and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac 

and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as 

numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised 

them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’ ” 14 Then the LORD relented and did not 

bring on his people the disaster he had threatened. 

Moses could have been filled with pride and anger and said to himself, “Yes, that’s a good idea!  Wipe 

them out!  Start over with ME!”  But Moses didn’t!  He asked God to remember His promise to keep 

the Israelites alive, so that a Savior would come through them!  He begged for mercy, and God 

answered!  God didn’t wipe them out!    

 

It’s such a different thing when we see Jesus praying from Gethsemane.  When Jesus asked for some 

other way to save the world, there was no other way.  God was merciless to His own Son on the cross!  

But there we have the reason why God could and would relent on sinners, it is found in Jesus!  He then 

wants to offer this forgiveness and salvation free of charge!  It is not for those who earn His favor, but 

for those who believe that in Jesus they have mercy and forgiveness and are baptized.  Deep within the 

heart of God we see not only a God who hates sin, but we also see a God who wants to save them as 

well and provides a way out from His wrath.  In Jesus the merciless becomes merciful and the hate 

becomes love.  In Jesus we see a God who died under our sin!   

 

Moses knew God was not only a holy God who hates sin, but also a merciful God who forgives sin.  

Moses appealed to God’s own Word and reputation!  And the LORD listened!   

 

You’ve seen it happen in everyday life.  Have you ever witnessed a pretty strict parent with his or her 

child?  The child gets acting out of line, and the parent frowns at him and swats him on the behind or 

the back side.  It seems at that moment that the parent is the most cruel jerk in the world.  You would 

expect this child to then run away in fear as he or she cries.  But what does the child do?  He goes to 

the parent and wants to hug the very parent who just swatted him.  Why?  This child has also 

experienced love and mercy from this same parent.  In a moment of pain and sorrow, the child goes 

back to the one who caused the pain for comfort and love and forgiveness!   

 

Moses knew this God.  He had experienced His MERCY!  So even in the midst of an angry God, he 

was bold enough to pray for God to relent and show an unfailing love.   This is a prayer of faith that 

God would give LIFE in the midst of death!    

 

As we live in the midst of more and more death, we hear people taunting us and saying to us, “Stop 

with the prayers!  They don’t do any good!”  They feel the wages of sin and they shake their fist at 

God.  But what does God call on us to do?  Go to this God in faith!  We pray to Jesus, “Relent, O 
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LORD!  Have compassion on your servants.  Satisfy us with your unfailing love.”   And we have to 

remind ourselves, “Where is this compassion and satisfaction ultimately found?”  We want people to 

live at peace with one another.  We hate to see people senselessly murdering so many.  “Can’t we all 

just get along?  Can’t we all just love each other?”  Yes, we can.  But we can’t control how other 

people behave.  “Why can’t God just stop this nonsensical killing?”  God will.  But the only place God 

promises to do this is either in death or at the Final Judgment.  This is how we are ultimately delivered 

from evil, not by getting around death or stopping it from happening, but by going through it, just as 

Jesus went through it.  Jesus didn’t conquer death by keeping it from happening to Him.  He conquered 

it by going through it and suffering under it for the sins of the world and then coming from the grave 

alive.  Our remedy is not by God removing sickness and death, but through forgiveness and life in 

Jesus - in the midst of the shadow of death.   

 

During a video presentation Sunday at the Tencent Web Summit in Beijing, Stephen Hawking warned 

that the ever-rising human population, and its mounting energy needs, could render Earth uninhabitable 

by the year 2600, according to the British newspaper The Sun.  Hawking therefore advised that we get 

our act together and "boldly go where no one has gone before," The Sun reported.  His remedy for the 

human race to escape death is to simply fly to another planet in a spaceship!  And the world looks to 

him for wisdom!   

 

We have a different wise man in Psalm 90.  Moses, our wise man, is not so foolish as to think that God 

is going to stop pain and suffering on this side of heaven.  The wages of sin is death, no matter whether 

you are on planet Earth or Mars.  Instead of trying to fly to another inhabitable planet, Moses tells us to 

fly to the same God who puts to death, because He also brings to life!  He tells us to boldly go to Him 

who seems so merciless and to beg for mercy.  Wisdom sees a God who was willing to relent on His 

people but NOT on His Son.  Wisdom sees a God who was willing to die for His people.  So He is not 

only angry, but He is even more so merciful and forgiving in the cross and the empty grave.   In Jesus 

we find the God of mercy and compassion and also the God of RESURRECTION and LIFE.  As night 

flies on and life gets worse and worse, and as death seems to reign more and more, get on your knees 

and fly to Jesus for mercy and forgiveness in the midst of it all, knowing that in Jesus you will some 

day awake to the joys of everlasting life.  Amen.   


